FIRE SPRINKLERS — GUIDE
Sprinkler retrofit rules for existing
buildings

Get a building-specific answer before you plan a retrofit. Record the local rule, design
basis and project responsibilities.

Updated November 10, 2026

There is no retrofit deadline in this guide that applies to every building. QRFS's review of US
retrofit policy explains that model codes differ and local adoption determines what applies. Use
the authority for the building address to establish the requirement.

Start with a written question

Give the fire prevention or building office the address, existing use, proposed use and planned
work. State whether you are considering a voluntary improvement or responding to a notice.
Ask for the applicable local rule, adopted edition, any amendment and the approval process.

If a notice gives a date, keep the notice with the project record. Ask the issuing office about any
unclear condition. Do not replace the notice with a date from an article about another city.

Get a survey before a fixed scope

Ask a qualified designer or contractor to review available drawings, the water supply and
access. Request a list of missing information and any survey or test needed before design.
Identify occupied areas and access limits early.

Have the proposal distinguish design, permit work, sprinkler installation, alarm coordination,
making good and completion testing. Ask who deals with concealed conditions and changes.
An exclusion should name the person who will handle the omitted work.

Do not infer a system type

QRFS's system overview distinguishes wet systems from dry and pre-action arrangements. Ask
the designer to identify the basis for the proposed type. An existing heated space and a new
unheated area may need different treatment. Do not select a system from appearance or a
general web comparison.

Plan work in an occupied building

Ask for a sequence that addresses access, occupant communication and temporary effects on
protection. Have the fire protection professional explain the impairment arrangements and the
conditions for returning each section to normal service. Confirm any local coordination rather
than assuming it is included.
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Keep a clear acceptance record

Before work starts, agree which documents will show approval and completion. Ask for updated
drawings, asset identifiers, test records and owner instructions. Track unresolved items
separately from completed work.

This guide does not interpret a retrofit notice or promise an exemption. It gives you a method to
obtain a documented local answer and purchase the work that follows from it.
Sources

« ORFS, Why and How the US Retrofits Sprinklers in Existing Buildings. Fetched 2026-11-10.
e ORES, A Guide to Dry Sprinkler Systems, Part 1. Fetched 2026-11-10.

For information only. Confirm the adopted code, local rules and system requirements with the
authority having jurisdiction and a qualified contractor.

Frequently asked questions

Is there a single retrofit deadline for all existing buildings?

No universal deadline is used here. The cited review explains that code differences and local
adoption affect retrofit requirements. Ask the local authority for the rule that applies.
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